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Ancestral Caddo Ceramic Vessels from the Tom Shumate 
Site (41RK2), Rusk County, Texas
Timothy K. Perttula
Introduction
? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
site (41RK2) in Rusk County. The site is on Dry Creek in the upper Angelina River basin, about 5 
km southeast of the town of Mount Enterprise, Texas (Figure 1). The ceramic vessels were found by 
?????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????? ?????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
purchased the vessels from the landowner.
Figure 1. The location of the Tom Shumate site (41RK2) in East Texas.
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Ceramic Vessels
 Three of the vessels had been placed along the west side of the grave, but the location of the fourth 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Tom Shumate (41RK2)
VESSEL NO.: 1
VESSEL FORM: Carinated bowl
NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog
RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and a rounded lip
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
WALL THICKNESS (IN MM): rim, 6.1 mm
INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed
EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed
HEIGHT (IN CM): 6.0
ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 12.7
DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 12.7
?????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????
ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.46
DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): There are two widely-
??????????????????????????????????????????????????
PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none
TYPE AND VARIETY (IF KNOWN): Hickory Engraved
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Tom Shumate (41RK2)
VESSEL NO.: 2
VESSEL FORM: Bowl 
NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog
RIM AND LIP FORM: Direct rim and rounded lip
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
WALL THICKNESS (IN MM): rim, 6.8 mm
INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none
EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed
HEIGHT (IN CM): 5.7
ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 12.7
DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): N/A
?????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????
ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.29
DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel rim and 
body has a series of diagonal engraved lines pitched in opposite directions around a large open triangle 
element, as well as a series of curvilinear engraved lines (Figure 2).
PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none
????? ???????????????????????????????????????????
Figure 2. Decorative elements on engraved bowl from the Tom Shumate site (Vessel 2).
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SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Tom Shumate (41RK2)
VESSEL NO.: 3
VESSEL FORM: Bottle
NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: bone and hematite
RIM AND LIP FORM: N/A
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: gray
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
WALL THICKNESS (IN MM): body, 5.3 mm
INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: none
EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed
HEIGHT (IN CM): 8.9+
ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 10.1
DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK 
(IN CM): N/A
BASE DIAMETER (IN CM) AND SHAPE OF 
???????????????????????????
ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 0.36
DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND 
ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The vessel 
?????????????????????????????????????????????
with diagonal hatched engraved lines (Figure 3).
PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: 
none
TYPE AND VARIETY (IF KNOWN): 
????????????????????
SITE NAME OR SITE NUMBER: Tom Shumate (41RK2)
VESSEL NO.: 7
VESSEL FORM: Jar
NON-PLASTICS AND PASTE: grog
Figure 3. Decorative elements on Vessel 3 from the 
Tom Shumate site.
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RIM AND LIP FORM: Everted rim and rounded lip
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
INTERIOR SURFACE COLOR: black
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
and sooting on the rim and body
WALL THICKNESS (IN MM): rim, 7.9 mm
INTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed
EXTERIOR SURFACE TREATMENT: smoothed on the vessel body
HEIGHT (IN CM): 18.4
ORIFICE DIAMETER (IN CM): 15.2
DIAMETER AT BOTTOM OF RIM OR NECK (IN CM): 13.4
?????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????
ESTIMATED VOLUME (IN LITERS): 2.5
DECORATION (INCLUDING MOTIF AND ELEMENTS WHEN APPARENT): The rim has nine sets 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
PIGMENT USE AND LOCATION ON VESSEL: none
????? ??? ???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Figure 4. Decorative elements on Vessel 4 from the Tom Shumate site.
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Summary and Conclusions
 Flooding along Dry Creek in the Angelina River basin in 1935 exposed an ancestral Caddo burial 
feature with several associated ceramic vessels. The landowner, Tom Shumate, recovered the vessels, which 
were subsequently purchased by The University of Texas (UT) in September 1935. UT excavations at the 
site in 1935 failed to identify any additional Caddo burial features or associated ceramic vessels.
 The four vessels in the grave of one ancestral Caddo burial at the site include single examples of 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
to ca. A.D. 1000-1200 ceramic types, namely a Hickory Engraved carinated bowl and a Pennington 
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
have engraved decorative elements consistent with an Early Caddo period age in East Texas, including 
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????
 Thanks to Marybeth Tomka for providing access to the Tom Shumate site ceramic vessels in the 
collections of the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at The University of Texas at Austin. Lance 
??????????????????????????????????????????
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